Act 146 (Formerly HB1210): Protecting

Pets and Families in Crisis
Signed into law by Governor Josh Shapiro on November 18, 2024

A Historic Step Forward: Brief History of Act 146

HB1210, now Act 146, was introduced in the Pennsylvania
legislature to address the urgent need to protect companion
animals during domestic abuse situations. Recognizing the
strong bond between people and their companion animals,
advocates worked tirelessly to emphasize the critical role
animals play in ensuring emotional stability for survivors. After
extensive advocacy from Humane Action Pennsylvania,
animal and domestic violence advocates, law enforcement,
and the community, the bill gained bipartisan support and was
signed into law by Governor Shapiro on November 18, 2024.

Resources for Pet Owners in Crisis

What Act 146 Does:

Act 146 extends the provisions of Protection from Abuse
(PFA) Orders to include companion animals explicitly. Here's
what this change means:

¢ Expanded Protection: Survivors of domestic abuse can
have their pets included in PFAs, “granting temporary
ownership rights over a companion animal and directing
the defendant to refrain from possessing, contacting,
attempting to contact, transferring or relocating the
companion animal or contacting or entering the property
of any person sheltering the companion animal.”

¢ Legal Consequences for Abusers: Threatening, harming,
or attempting to take a pet covered by a PFA is now a
violation of the order, with clear legal penalties. A
companion animal is defined in the statute as “An animal
not used in commercial agriculture or production which is
owned, kept, leased, possessed or held by the petitioner
or respondent or a minor child.”

¢ Empowering Survivors: Ensures survivors have legal
backing to keep their pets safe, removing one of the
significant barriers to leaving abusive situations.

If you or someone you know is in crisis and needs
help protecting their pet, the following resources
are available:

Pennsylvania Domestic Violence Hotline:
® (Call 1-800-799-7233 or text “START” to
88788 for confidential support.

National Link Coalition - Pennsylvania

Resources:

® Explore Pennsylvania resources to report
suspected abuse and access assistance here.

Safe Havens for Pets:

* Visit www.safehavensforpets.org to find
shelters that offer temporary housing for pets
while survivors find safety.

Humane Action Pennsylvania (HAP):

® Contact HAP for guidance on legal protections
and local resources for pets in crisis:
info@humaneactionpennsylvania.org

Local Animal Shelters:

®* Many shelters in Pennsylvania now offer
emergency fostering or boarding for pets of
abuse survivors. Contact your local shelter for
information.

Law Enforcement:

* |f immediate help is needed, call 911 and
inform officers about the pet provisions under
Act 146 to ensure your companion animal’s
safety.

How It Helps:

Act 146 acknowledges that companion animals are family
members and critical to the emotional well-being of those in
crisis. Abusers often harm or threaten pets as a way to
control their victims, and this law provides a vital layer of
protection for pets and their owners.

What You Can Do:

¢ Familiarize yourself with Act 146’s provisions

to support victims effectively.

e Offer clear information about this new

protection and collaborate with local shelters
to provide safe havens for pets.

e Share resources and educate others on Act

146 to ensure widespread awareness.

Together, we can make Pennsylvania a safer
place for survivors of abuse and their
beloved pets.


https://nationallinkcoalition.org/how-do-i-report-suspected-abuse/pennsylvania
http://www.safehavensforpets.org/
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/li/uconsCheck.cfm?yr=2024&sessInd=0&act=146

